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 Chair Yamane, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Office of the Lieutenant Governor strongly supports HB 1847, which establishes 
the sports and entertainment authority to coordinate and develop an entertainment and 
sports industry in the State. 
 
Hawaii’s sports and entertainment industry is an untapped growth segment of our 
tourism and overall economy. Hawaii has the potential to establish itself as a premier 
destination for entertainment and sporting events, as well as provide an ideal location 
for training facilities for youth, amateur, and professional athletes across many sports.  
Hawaii's unique geographic location can be an asset as a middle point between the 
Asia Pacific region and the mainland United States.  With the natural landscape, Hawaii 
is a prime location for ocean sports, including surfing and sailing, different climates and 
elevations, training, and a centralized venue for attracting concerts, international rugby, 
soccer, football, and other similar events.  Hawaii's climate can provide an ideal respite 
for mainland events seeking alternatives to the cold weather, and the location is a 
bridge to connect Asia, the Pacific, and the mainland United States. 
 
The Office of the Lieutenant Governor respectfully ask that you pass the measure out of 
committee.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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H.B. 1847 
 
 
RELATING TO THE SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT AUTHORITY 

Chair Yamane and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit 

written testimony on H.B. 1847.  The Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS) 

supports the intent of H.B. 1847 (the measure). 

We support the intent of this measure to establish Hawaii as a premier destination for 

entertainment and sporting events, and training environments for youth, amateur, and 

professional athletes provided it does not increase the size of government and administrative 

burden.  However, we recommend these goals be met without creating a new Authority. 

In the interest of utilizing and leveraging our current agencies staffing and financial 

resources we offer the following comments on the bill. 

1. The objectives of the sports and entertainment authority should be placed into the 

statutes of the Hawaii Tourism and Stadium Authorities if they are currently not 

present to leverage the current capabilities of the agencies. This will eliminate the 



need for the sports and entertainment authority and not increase the size of 

government. 

2. Modify statutes to provide for an ex officio member representing the Stadium 

Authority on the Hawaii Tourism Authority. 

3. Modify statutes to provide for an ex officio member representing the Hawaii 

Tourism Authority on the Stadium Authority. 

Our last two comments are provided to ensure a formal communication mechanism 

between the two organizations so that they are able to work jointly to achieve the objectives of 

this bill. 

Lastly, we support the intent of this bill provided it does not have a negative impact on the 

administration’s executive supplemental budget and initiatives submitted for fiscal year 2017. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on this measure. 
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becomes different among the different jurisdictions and the entire procurement process becomes less 
efficient and more costly for the State and vendors.   

Open bidding procedures assures that the State obtains value, and potential vendors/contractors are 
treated fairly.  Those who lack a working knowledge of the Code, may view it as a cumbersome process.  
The SPO believes that it is vital to good government to have a fair and consistent process to award 
government contracts that hold agencies responsible and accountable for their actions. 

The SPO is against exempting specific agencies from the Code, as it is not in the best interest of 
government, the business community, and the general public.  The Code establishes a time-tested, fair, 
reliable set of rules and processes for award of contracts.  In conclusion, there is no compelling reason to 
statutorily exempt the sports and entertainment authority from chapter 103D.  The SPO recommends that 
page 22, SECTION 2, lines 9 to 14 be deleted. 

Thank you. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 8:52 AM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: uki47@hotmail.co.jp 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1847 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM 
 
HB1847 
Submitted on: 2/4/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

takeo Izawa Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments: Kona Hawaii need a entertainment hall at Kailua-Kona aria. Please make 
2000 sheet community hall.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
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RELATING TO THE SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT AUTHORITY 
 
 House Bill No. 1847 establishes the Sports and Entertainment Authority, 

repeals the Stadium Authority, and establishes the Sports and Entertainment 

Authority Special Fund.  The bill authorizes the deposit of $10 million in transient 

accommodation tax revenues into the special fund. 

 In addition, the bill authorizes the deposits of gifts, grants, appropriations by 

the Legislature, and funds collected by the Sports and Entertainment Authority from 

the operations of a State sports and entertainment complex into the special fund.  

Moneys in the special fund may be used by the Authority for administrative 

expenses, capital improvement projects, and for operations, maintenance, 

promotion, and management of Aloha Stadium and related facilities. 

 The Department of Budget and Finance (B&F) does not take any position on 

the proposed Sports and Entertainment Authority; however, as a matter of general 

policy, the department does not support the creation of any special fund which does 

not meet the requirements of Section 37-52.3 of the HRS.  In regards to House Bill 

No. 1847, it is uncertain if there is a clear link between the program and the sources 

of revenue and if the special fund will be self-sustaining. 

 B&F also has concerns with the allocation of $10 million from the transient 

accommodation tax to the special fund as it will have an impact on the 

Administration’s general fund financial plan. 

waltestimony
Late



waltestimony
Late



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 10:35 PM 
To: waltestimony 
Cc: hawaiifishingfanatic@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1847 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM 
 
HB1847 
Submitted on: 2/4/2016 
Testimony for WAL on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Don Aweau Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Support the establishment of a Sports and Entertainment Authority to 
promote and develop an industry that coordinates with the Hawaii Tourism Authority to 
specifically grow the S&E market for the State of Hawaii. Nothing would be more 
important then to build a foundation for a potentially profitable market/industry for Hawaii 
and it's residents. Mahalo. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

waltestimony
Late


	HB-1847_Ross Tsukenjo
	HB-1847_Douglas Murdock

